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Laying the Groundwork 

SDG target 15.3: “By 2030, combat desertification, restore 
degraded land and soil, including land affected by 
desertification, drought and floods, and strive to achieve a 
land degradation-neutral world.” 
 

SDG indicator 15.3.1:  
“Proportion of land that is degraded over total land area” 

COP13 (2017) invited GEO to support the UN Convention to Combat Desertification by 
providing space-based information and in situ measurements to fulfill the reporting 
requirements for SDG indicator 15.3.1…capacity building, data access and standards 
 

• GEO XIV: community activity on Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) was created 
• GEO LDN Interim Steering Committee was established and has drafted TOR, etc. 

Mar-May 2018: UNCCD capacity building workshops  
5 regions with over 140 countries 

facilitate UNCCD/SDG reporting & assess user needs 



Mission and Objectives 

LDN is much broader than monitoring & reporting 
 
connect data providers to data users to optimize the 
use of EO datasets for LDN assessment, planning, 
implementation, monitoring and reporting 
 
promote the collaborative development, and 
support the provision and use, of EO datasets, quality 
standards, analytical tools and capacity building 

SDG indicator 15.3.1 uses EO datasets  
to estimate change in three sub-indicators: 

,  

land cover,  
land productivity,  

(soil) organic carbon stocks 



Tools and Momentum 

TRENDS.EARTH 
• Developed by Conservation International  
• Operates as a free plugin to QGIS 2.18.x 
• Supports integration of default data, other 

global data products & national data 
 
Lesson Learned 
 
• Default data can facilitate reporting  
• Automated processing to use default and 

integrate national data 
• Guidance and datasets for national 

circumstances 
• Practical hands on training with relevant 

stakeholders 
• Capacity building as a continuous process 
 
 
 



Next Steps 

Leverage the contributions of shareholders and stakeholders 
to support the Steering Committee and 3 Working Groups 
 
a) to build capacities at the (sub) national level  
*host/organize sub-regional workshops 
 
b) to develop minimum data quality standards-specifications  
*technical support for setting quality standards 
*global consultation to revise Good Practice Guidance 
 
c) to work to establish a federated collaborative platform  
*help pilot big data analytics tools/integrate in-situ data 
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