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New Members, Participating Organizations and Observers 

 

 

This document is provided to Plenary for information. With these actions, the total number of GEO 

Members is 105; Participating Organizations is 118; and Observers is 12. 
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New Members, Participating Organizations and Observers  

 

Membership in the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) is open to all Member States of the United 

Nations and to the European Commission. GEO also welcomes, as Participating Organizations, 

intergovernmental, international, and regional organizations, development banks, foundations, non-

governmental organizations, and not-for-profit associations of commercial entities with a mandate 

and/or interest in, or be a user of Earth observations, information or services – that is the full spectrum, 

and/or value chain from data collection to use. While no approval is necessary for Member Countries, 

acceptance of Participating Organizations and Observers is subject to approval by the GEO Executive 

Committee.   

Since the last Plenary, the following actions have taken place. 

1 NEW MEMBERS 

 104
th
 Member:  The Royal Government of Cambodia, effective 23 January 2017; and 

 105
th
 Member: The Sultanate of Oman, effective 24 April 2017. 

Total number of Member Governments in GEO: 105 (104 Countries and the European Commission). 

2 PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS 

Following the delegation of authority, from Plenary to the GEO Executive Committee, for the 

approval of Participating Organizations and Observers (GEO-XII, Mexico City), the following 

organizations were approved in 2017: 

Approved at the 39
th
 Session of the GEO Executive Committee, 9-10 March 2017: 

 CI, Conservation International (CI); 

 Earthmind; 

 GODAN, Global Open Data for Agriculture and Nutrition, and 

 UNICEF, United Nations Children’s Fund. 

Approved at, or following, the 40
th
 Session of the GEO Executive Committee, 11-12 July 2017: 

 AGRHYMET Regional Centre; 

 COMIFAC, Central African Forest Commission / Commission des Forêts d’Afrique 

Centrale; 

 CRCSI, Cooperative Research Centre for Spatial Information; 

 CSDMS, Community Surface Dynamics Modeling System; 

 ECLAC, United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean; 

 EuroGeographics;  

 ISESTEL, Institut Supérieur d'Etudes Spatiales et Télécommunications ; 

 The Paul G. Allen Philanthropies; and 

 WRI, World Resources Institute. 

 

Total number of Participating Organizations in GEO: 118 



 

 
 

GEO-XIV – 25-26 October 2017 GEO-XIV-1-Inf-01(Rev1) 

 

4 / 6 

3 OBSERVERS 

There were no new Observers this past year. 

Total number of Observers in GEO: 12 
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Application for Participating Organizations  

in the Group on Earth Observations (GEO)  
 

GEO welcomes, as Participating Organizations, intergovernmental, international, and regional 

organizations, development banks, foundations, non-governmental organizations, and not-for-

profit associations of commercial entities that either: i) have a mandate and/or strong interest 

in, or ii) are providers or users of, Earth observations, information or services. The Applicant 

should exhibit clear connections to a point or points along the full spectrum or value chain of 

Earth observations, from data collection, processing and provision, to information and 

knowledge development, applications, and/or use. 
 

Name of organization: Institut Supérieur d'Etudes Spatiales et Télécommunications 
  
Acronym: ISESTEL 
 

Type of organization:  Intergovernmental  International  Regional 

Development Bank Foundation  Non-Governmental Organization  

Not-for-Profit Association of Commercial Entities  
 

Brief description of organization’s mission/purpose: 

High education in remote sensing, GIS and natural resources management. 

Conference, workshop and exhibtion in space technologies 

 
 

Proposed contribution to GEOSS implementation and/or the GEO community at large:   

Training; 

High education: bachelor, master of science and PhD degrees 

Conference, workshop and exhibition 

As part of the application for recognition as a GEO Participating Organization, the GEO Strategic 

Plan 2016-2025: Implementing GEOSS is hereby formally endorsed:  

Signature:  

(On behalf of ISESTEL)  

 

Dr Patrice SANOU 

Date: 19/06/2017 

 













 

 

  
 

 

Application for Participating Organizations  

in the Group on Earth Observations (GEO)  
 

GEO welcomes, as Participating Organizations, intergovernmental, international, and regional 

organizations, development banks, foundations, non-governmental organizations, and not-for-

profit associations of commercial entities that either: i) have a mandate and/or strong interest 

in, or ii) are providers or users of, Earth observations, information or services. The Applicant 

should exhibit clear connections to a point or points along the full spectrum or value chain of 

Earth observations, from data collection, processing and provision, to information and 

knowledge development, applications, and/or use. 
 

Name of organization: World Resources Institute 
  
Acronym: WRI 
 

Type of organization:  Intergovernmental  International  Regional 

Development Bank Foundation  Non-Governmental Organization  

Not-for-Profit Association of Commercial Entities  
 

Brief description of organization’s mission/purpose: 

World Resources Institute (WRI) is a global research organization that spans more than 60 countries, 

with offices in Brazil, China, Europe, India, Indonesia, Mexico, and the United States. Our more than 

700 experts and staff turn big ideas into action at the nexus of environment, economic opportunity and 

human well-being. 

 

Proposed contribution to GEOSS implementation and/or the GEO community at large:   

WRI is a producer, consumer, and disseminator of data. We propose to make available for GEOSS data that we 

have collected through various projects, including Global Forest Watch, CAIT, Aqueduct, and the Partnership 

for Resilience and Preparedness (PREP); to work to identify GEOSS datasets that could benefit from broader 

dissemination on WRI platforms; as well as to evaluate opprotunities for greater integration of data systems to 

facilitate data sharing. In particular, we are interested in furthuring collaboration around PREP to have it serve as 

a GEO Community Portal, evaluating the integration of WRI's Resource Watch data infrastructure with GEOSS, 

and promoting efforts to share open data across the GEO community. 

As part of the application for recognition as a GEO Participating Organization, the GEO Strategic 

Plan 2016-2025: Implementing GEOSS is hereby formally endorsed:  

Signature:  

(On behalf of Organization) 

 

Date:  
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