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Subgroup Creation & Kickoff



Subgroup Scope

• Identify areas for collaboration with urban GEO Initiatives, foster 
interaction with indirectly relevant GEO Flagships/Initiatives (incl. 
Regional GEOs);

• Trigger discussions between & with EO4SDG, Human Planet Initiative 
(HPI) & Global Urban Observation & Information Initiative (GUOI);

• Liaise with internal & external experts to enable cross-cutting 
interaction & amplification of urban GEO activities;

• With the urban GEO Initiatives, identify use cases/inventory EO tools 
in service of urban indicators (SDG & others);

• With GEO Secretariat, support UN-Habitat/New Urban Agenda (NUA 
as 4th GEO engagement priority under development aimed at 
bolstering the global commitment to sustainable urbanization)



Subgroup Members
• Co-Chair: Evangelos Gerasopoulos – Greece 
• Co-Chair: Ivan Petiteville – ESA
• Paul Briand – Canada
• Xiang Zhou – China
• Thomas Kemper – EC/JRC
• Anita Antiwiwaa – Ghana
• Andrew Nyawade – Kenya
• Muhammad Irfan Tariq - Pakistan
• Ivan DeLoatch – United States
• Marc Paganini – ESA
• Suchith Anand – GODAN, PO
• Siri Jodha Khalsa – IEEE, PO
• Jennifer Bailey – GR, Subgroup support
• Craig Larlee – GEO Secretariat
• Steven Ramage – GEO Secretariat
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External Members:
• Graham Colclough – European Innovation Partnership on 

Smart Cities & Communities (EIP-SCC)
• Nektarios Chrysoulakis – FORTH
• Engaging with Global Resilient Cities Network (in progress)

• Invitations to be sent for UN-Habitat, HPI, GUOI, & EO4SDG



External Engagement
European Innovation Partnership (EIP) – Evangelos Gerasopoulos/GR & ERA-PLANET SMURBS
• EIP on Smart Cities and Communities Subgroup member

• Networking with city-level leaders and EU-funded portfolio of smart city ‘Lighthouse’ 
programmes (116 cities) 

• Aim to join together different parts of the puzzle for cities & bring EO to them
• Writing EIP blog highlighting “Open EOs for Sustainable Urban Development”

Global Resilient Cities Network – Thomas Kemper/JRC
• Initial discussions with GRCN representatives and presented GEO/urban 

initiatives

• GRCN highlighted Milan and Thessaloniki (advanced in using geospatial 
information) - follow up postponed due to COVID-19

• EIP currently interacting with GCRN, also identified other Milan & Rotterdam 
as cities to contact



External Engagement

The two are already talking each other

we are moving from “smart cities” and 
“resilient cities”

to “smart resilience”

The need and importance of data is 
emerging rapidly. The Urban SG works 
are aligned and timely to push EO use
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Received 40+ applications from countries & cities, including NSOs, academia/research networks, municipalities, etc.

• GEO & UN-Habitat (among others) developing an EO Toolkit for SDG 11 
• Build dataset/tool inventory with practical guidance for EO & SDG 11/New Urban Agenda 
• To be integrated into UN-Habitat portal & GEO Knowledge Hub 
• SG will use inventory & examples 

https://www.earthobservations.org/geo_blog_obs.php?id=422

https://www.earthobservations.org/geo_blog_obs.php?id=422


Connection with Disaster Risk Reduction Activities

GEO engagement with UN-DRR - facilitated by Steven Ramage
• GEO engagement with UN-DRR related to the UN Global Assessment Report 

on DRR 2022, along with a 2021 drought report 
• There are linkages with urban/peri-urban areas & with priorities (Paris 

Agreement, Sendai Framework, SDGs, & NUA)
• Potential SG involvement – bring urban EO expertise & SG members have 

previous experience contributing to such reporting



Climate Change Impacts on World Heritage Cities

• GEO Community Activity proposal to be 
launched soon

• GEO Secretariat, Greek GEO Office and 
UNESCO (World Heritage Centre) EOL

• Follows Greek GEO-XVI (Canberra) 
statement on need for coordinated efforts 
using EO to address climate 
change impacts on cultural heritage

• Focus on Urban Heritage (high percentage 
of sites/monuments located in cities) 

• Aim: tangible actions, bring together 
fragmented information about CC risk for 
urban heritage, identifying and assigning 
risk to sites/monuments, etc. 





Immediate Focus of SG: 
Outputs, Timeline & Prioritization
1. Inventory of urban GEO activities

• Bring together of initiatives/foster collaboration – HPI, GUOI, EO4SDGs
• Co-chairs inviting representatives to discuss a common roadmap (July 2020)

2. Initiating engagement with external players
• Already engaging with EIP/GCRN, further identification ongoing 
• Full list of key players and interaction (September 2020)

3. EO use cases 
• Incorporate ongoing GEO WP activities & external examples relevant to city stakeholders
• To be presented at the September Meeting of the PB (September 2020)
• Messages: i. more EO driven solutions, ii. EO is already out there, iii. costs can be reduced. 

4. Engagement with Regional GEOs
• Co-chairs to contact (ASAP)

5. Identifying synergies with the New Urban Agenda
• Engage UN-Habitat for material to determine SG engagement areas (expecting reply end of June 2020)

6. Consolidation of case for urban resilience as 4th GEO priority engagement 
• For presentation at the first ExCom meeting after September PB meeting (TBD 2020)
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